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Activities for teaching young Orthodox Christian children about the Parable

our budding rocks of faith
Resources for Teaching 

The Publican and the PhariseeThe Publican and the Pharisee
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Icon photo by Fr. Ted Bobosh on Flickr, from a mounted print at St. Paul Orthodox Church in Dayton, Ohio.
Used with photographer’s permission. Please contact us if you have additional information on this icon.

Name

THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE

Draw an oval shape around the Pharisee. Draw a rectangle around the Publican. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/frted/5445613926
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Icon photo by Fr. Ted Bobosh on Flickr, from a mounted print at St. Paul Orthodox Church in Dayton, Ohio.
Used with photographer’s permission. Please contact us if you have additional information on this icon.

Name

THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE

Write each phrase in the appropriate rectangle: 

The PUBLICAN was HUMBLE.

The PHARISEE was PROUD.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/frted/5445613926
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Cut out the rectangles in the following page and glue them on this page, making sure to place the appropriate 
rectangles under each person.

MATCH THE PHRASE TO THE PERSON

The Publican

The Pharisee
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He said: God be merciful 
to me a sinner

He would not lift 
his eyes to heaven

He beat his own chest

He said: Thank you that I
am not like this man

He said: I fast twice a week

He said: I give money 
to the temple

God listened to this man

God did not listen to this man

He was PROUD

He was HUMBLE

MATCH THE PHRASE TO THE PERSON
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CUT & GLUE CRAFT
Print and cut out the images in this and the following page. Glue them on a piece of colored poster board to make a scene 
inspired by the icon of the Parable of the Publican and the Pharisee. 

STORYTELLING WITH THE PUPPETS
You can also use the figures to make paper puppets for acting out the scene. To do this, laminate them or print them on 
sturdy paper and tape them on popsicle sticks or drinking straws. You can also glue self-adhesive magnet pieces on the 
back of the images, and use them to tell the story using a magnetic board.

CUT & GLUE CRAFT / PAPER PUPPETS

God blessing the 
Publican

Pharisee
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CUT & GLUE CRAFT / PAPER PUPPETS

The Publican

The Temple
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HUMBLENESS GRID
This is an activity to help practice humbleness in real life. Write your own ideas of humble acts in the blank 
boxes. During the following days, cross off each humble act as you perform it. Try to cross off the whole grid!

COPYRIGHT © 2020 Orthodox Pebbles

Let others 
go before 
you in line

When offered 
a treat, let 
others take 

the best one

When you lose 
at a game be 

nice and 
happy for the 

winner

Make sure 
your friend 

gets to play 
with the toy 

you want the 
most

Let your friend 
choose what 
you will play 

together

Don’t get 
upset when 

someone 
corrects your 

work

Don’t get 
upset if you 

get something 
wrong

Play the 
game your 

friend wants 
even if you 
don’t like it

Do some-
thing nice for 
someone and 

don’t say it 
was you

Ask for help 
with something 

you can’t do 
well

Apologize for 
something you 

did wrong

Wait patiently 
for your turn
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COVER

Let others 
go before 
you in line

When offered 
a treat, let 
others take 

the best one

Don’t get 
upset when 
you lose at 

a game

Wait 
patiently for 

your turn

HUMBLENESS CARDS
This is an activity to help practice humbleness in real life. Print out this and the following two pages. 
Write your own ideas of humble acts on the blank cards. Print on card stock or laminate when you are done filling in the cards. Cut 
out the cards.

Make a card box to use during the Triodion period
Decoupage the cover on an Altoids metal box, and place the cards inside the box. During the Triodion period, the child tries to per-
form all of the humble acts that are written on the cards.

Triodion group activity
A fun group activity could be to place all the cards inside an opaque bag and have each child pick a card without looking. Post the 
card and the child’s name at an obvious place in the room. Each child tries to perform his/her task during the week. Once the task is 
performed, the cards can be returned to the bag, and the children get to pick a new card. It’s OK if they pick a card they already had. 
The activity can go on for the whole period of the Triodion. 
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Let your 

friend play 
with the toy 

you want the 
most

Let your friend 
choose what 
you will play 

together

Don’t get 
upset when 

someone 
corrects 

your work

Do something 
nice for some-
one and don’t 
say it was you

Ask for help 
with something 

you can’t do 
well

Apologize for 
something 

you did wrong
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THANK YOU 
for downloading this file.
We hope you enjoyed using it.

We will be happy if you visit us again at www.orthodoxpebbles.com.

Terms of use:
This file comes with a limited use licence for the original download only. 
Please consider the time and effort put into this project and don't give it away 
to others. Point them to our web page instead, so they can download it direct-
ly from there.

COPYRIGHT © 2020 Orthodox Pebbles. All rights reserved. Permission 
is granted to copy pages specifically for student or teacher use only by the 
person who downloaded the file from our web site. The reproduction of this 
product for any other use is strictly prohibited. Copying any part of this prod-
uct and placing it on the internet  without permission (even on a personal/
classroom website/blog) is strictly prohibited. 

Thank you for being fair and respectful of our work. 

our budding rocks of faith
Resources for Teaching 

Follow us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/orthodoxpebbles

Follow us on Ιnstagram: 
instagram.com/orthodoxpebbles

Follow us on Pinterest: 
pinterest.com/orthodoxpebbles

Follow us on YouTube: 
Channel: Orthodox Pebbles

http://www.orthodoxpebbles.com
https://www.facebook.com/orthodoxpebbles/
https://www.instagram.com/orthodoxpebbles/
http://pinterest.com/orthodoxpebbles
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCfoFgWYH4TvQDhz3HXRz0A

